
 

 
 

 
 

 

WORKING GROUP MEETING 
Wednesday, January 29, 2020 — 3:00 to 5:00 pm 

 
  

MEETING MINUTES 
Members Present:    
Name Representing Name Representing 
Kim Rhodemyre USECL Shane Dyer JVB Engineers 
Steve Wolgast WRAP Dick Mills Pick N Pull 
Scott Smith Self Franco Crivelli Rosewood Lakes HOA 
Todd Welty RTAA Marge Frandsen Hidden Valley HOA 
Bob Ramsey Rosewood Lakes HOA Tania Tavcar Self 
 
TRFMA Staff Present:    

George Robison, Eric Scheetz, Danielle Henderson 
 

1. INTRODUCTIONS – A meeting of the Truckee River Flood Management Authority (TRFMA) Working 
Group (WG) was held at the TRFMA office located at 9635 Gateway Drive, Suite A, Reno, NV 89521.  
Attending members and staff introduced themselves. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Scott Smith moved to approve the minutes from October 30, 2019; Bob 
Ramsey seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS – None. 
 

4. Presentation and discussion on status of the Physical Map Revision process leading to the submittal of 
a Letter of Map Revision to the Federal Emergency Management Agency; including tasks, status of HDR 
Engineering’s modeling efforts, and schedule forward. – George Robison (TRFMA) presented a brief 
summary of this effort, stating that HDR was working to try and meet the April 2020 deadline for model 
submittal to FEMA. The following public process (led by FEMA) would probably take about two years to 
complete. In response to questions from the Working Group, Dr. Robison explained that during the 
revision process, individual homeowners would receive notices about the proposed change to the 
existing FEMA maps; invitations to public meetings would be sent to allow discussion and public 
comment. In the end, a new Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) would be produced with new water 
surface elevations. This would become the governing document for flood insurance policy 
requirements/fees. No further questions or discussion on this item. 
 

5. Presentation and discussion on the status and recent activities of TRFMA’s Home Elevation Program. – 
Eric Scheetz (TRFMA) introduced this items and presented a slide show of recent photos and video 
footage showing the process for physically raising a home; including installation of cribbing to support 
the home, foundation work, and utility connections. He mentioned that TRFMA has been working with 
FEMA to award grant funds to homeowners as part of the Home Elevation Program; ten homes are 
currently in the cue. There has been a renewed interest in the program since the income tax 
implications for homeowners have been potentially mitigated through the use of FEMA funds (which 
have been declared exempt from income tax per FEMA). Mr. Scheetz also described the process for 
securing grant funds, hiring a contractor, designing and permitting the project, construction and 
inspection; he mentioned that this process should become more streamlined and take less time as the 
program advances. Mr. Scheetz noted that the program pays for certain qualified expenses; work above 
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and beyond this is paid for by the homeowner(s). The Working Group discussed the overall process, 
timeframes for homeowners to consider (such as how long they might expect to be out of their homes), 
and financial details such as cost and inflation (since the program started 10 years ago). Following this 
discussion, the next item was opened. 
 

6. Presentation and discussion on the status and findings of studies performed by Atkins North America, 
Inc. (Atkins) and its subconsultants regarding potential downstream impacts from the proposed Vista 
Narrows flood control terracing project. (For Possible Action). – George Robison (TRFMA) briefly 
presented this item, stating that a more detailed presentation would be given at the Technical Advisory 
Committee meeting on Friday. He presented an overview of the Vista Narrows project, environmental 
permitting process, potential downstream impacts of the project and possible ways to mitigate these 
impacts. He summarized the results from recently completed studies and noted that overall impacts 
from the Vista Narrows project were minor, with short-term (peak flow) localized impacts (in terms of 
hydraulics and sedimentation) that would be mitigated in cooperation with affected landowners and 
downstream stakeholders.  
 
Some members expressed concerns regarding feral horse populations in the area and the need for 
access to the Truckee River for water. They also discussed the project fencing (designed primarily to 
protect the newly-planted vegetation from herbivory during establishment), asking about options for 
temporary fencing and/or wood fencing that would eventually decompose. Ms. Henderson noted these 
concerns and stated that the public would have opportunities to comment during the regulatory permit 
review process (led by the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and US Bureau of Land Management). 
Mr. Robison also mentioned that access to water was currently limited by the degraded river system 
with steep banks; our terracing project would improve these conditions over time. 
 
Kim Rhodemyre expressed concerns regarding Steamboat Creek flooding (especially 100-year flood 
events) and recent development in the area (such as Double Diamond, Damonte Ranch, and the 
proposed Daybreak development). She asked whether or not the project was supported by stakeholders 
like the Corps and the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe (PLPT). Dr. Robison replied that TRFMA is working 
cooperatively with PLPT and other stakeholders (like Storey County and the Reno Tahoe Airport 
Authority, etc.) to discuss mitigation options for the Vista Narrows project. While TRFMA has paused 
work with the Corps Civil Works Branch in Sacramento, the required permit application would be 
submitted to and reviewed by the Corps Regulatory Branch. Dr. Robison emphasized that TRFMA was 
already working to address stakeholder concerns and gain support for the Vista Narrows project. No 
further discussion on this item. 
 

7. WORKING GROUP MEMBER COMMENTS AND REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None. 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT – Danielle Henderson called for additional comments and hearing none, adjourned the 
meeting at approximately 5:12 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Danielle Henderson 


