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BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Truckee River Flood Management Authority 

FRIDAY, February 14, 2020 AT 8:30 A.M. 
 

City of Sparks Council Chambers 
745 Fourth Street 

Sparks, NV 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

A. Roll Call, Establishment of Quorum - Chair Ron Smith,  
 
Present:  Ron Smith, Chair, Vaughn Hartung, Vice Chair, Donald Abbott. Hillary Schieve via telephone. 

 
TRFMA Staff Present: George Robison, Executive  Director, Michael Wolz, General Counsel, Debra 
Crowley, Senior Financial Analyst, Eric Scheetz, Licensed Engineer, Danielle Henderson, Natural 
Resource Manager. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Director Abbott 
 

B. Public Comment - Chair Smith called for Public Comments.   
 
 There were no public comments 

 
C. Approval of Agenda for February 14, 2020 

 
Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.1C to approve the Agenda of February 14, 2020. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously  
 
       D. Approval of Draft Minutes of December 13, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.1D to approve Draft Minutes of December 13, 2019 Board 
of Directors Meeting. 
  
Moved:  Abbott   Seconded:  Hartung  Passed Unanimously 
  
       E. Announcements and clippings 
 
George Robison, Executive Director said there were quite a few articles about the homeless and Kiwanis 
project. 
 
2. Discussion and possible action to elect the 2019 Flood Management Authority Board of 

Directors Chair and Vice-Chair (For Possible Action) by Michael Wolz, General Counsel. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung made Motion 2020.2.2a to retain Ron Smith as the Chairman. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously 
 
Director Abbott made Motion 2020.2.2b to retain Vaughn Hartung as Vice-Chair. 



Truckee River Flood Management Authority Board Meeting 
Friday, February 14, 2020 

Page 2 of 6 
 

 
Moved:  Abbott   Seconded:  Smith  Passed Unanimously 
 
3.  Discussion and update on the status of the Kiwanis Club of Downtown Sparks’ renovation of 
the building at 5305 Mill Street, Reno, Nevada (the Cooperative Extension Building) that was 
leased to the Kiwanis Club for its Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Education Program.  By Roger 
Jacobson, Sparks City Center Kiwanis Club 
 
Roger Jacobson, Sparks City Center Kiwanis Club gave an update on the renovations to the property.  
He invited the board to an open house ribbon cutting on April 25th, 2020 from 2pm to 5pm.   
 
Director Abbott spoke about visiting the facility and how nice it was to see the property filled with life 
again. 
 
Director Schieve thanked Roger Jacobson for the hard work at the facility and with the bicycle program.  
She also said she wanted to get his contact information. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung said he appreciated the hard work of the Kiwanis group and said the proposed 
temporary homeless shelter nearby should actually increase security for the facility. 
 
4.  Presentation and discussion on the status and recent activities of TRFMA’s Home Elevation 
Program, including the current work to elevate the home at 6335 Pebble Beach Dr., Reno, Nevada. 
Eric Scheetz, Licensed Engineer, TRFMA 
 
Eric Scheetz, TRFMA provided an update on the progress of the work at 6335 Pebble Beach Dr., Reno, 
NV. 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked if there are more elevation projects in the pipeline.  Eric Sheetz answered that 
there are at least five more planned but may be as many as eight. 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked why there was such a surge of activity compared to the past.  Eric Sheetz said tax 
hurdles have finally been overcome.  He said funding has been set aside for home elevation projects, 
rather than new levees or floodwalls, which would have cost 10 times as much and would have required 
removal of many homes in the process.  Eric Scheetz added there is another possible FEMA grant 
coming which would allow another 14 more homes to be elevated. 
 
Chair Ron Smith said that to his understanding the contract to raise a home is between a homeowner and 
contractor.  Eric Sheetz said that was correct as a government agency shouldn’t be involved in repairs or 
warranty disputes between a homeowner and contractor. 
 
George Robison, Executive Director added that once a home is elevated, the original first floor is 
supposed to be uninhabitable other than as garage space.  He said the flood vents allow the space under 
the home to act as a natural flood plain. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung said this solution works in this environment as flood waters do not stay in place for 
long periods of time.  Eric Sheetz said that was correct.  He said during the two 2017 flood events there 
was water at this location, but only for a day or two and not months on end.   
 
Director Abbott asked about the building materials used in the foundation as well as the possibility of 
homeowners adding an elevator.  Eric Sheetz said the homeowners have the ability to install an elevator 
if they can demonstrate a medical necessity. He did say, however, that the homeowner would be 
financially responsible for over half the cost of the elevator. 
 
5.    Presentation and discussion on the status and findings of studies performed by Atkins North 
America, Inc. (Atkins) and its subconsultants regarding potential downstream impacts from the 
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proposed Vista Narrows flood control terracing project. Possible action to provide direction to 
staff. (For Possible Action) by George Robison, Executive Director 
 
George Robison, Executive Director provided an update on the completed project. He said this 
information is now being used in the permitting process.  He also gave a brief review of the Vista Narrows 
flood control project. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung referenced a slide showing flooding in and around the Hidden Valley and Southeast 
Connector areas. He asked if the water is all coming from the river or also Steamboat Creek.  George 
Robison said the river and Steamboat Creek cooperate to prevent flood waters from receding efficiently.  
Vice-Chair Hartung asked about the Daybreak development in southeast Reno potentially attenuating 
flows from South to North and benefiting the drainage of flood waters. 
 
Michael Wolz, General Counsel reminded the board that the agenda is set to discuss the Atkins report. 
 
George Robison, Executive Director said the models show an almost statistical improbability of the river 
and creek flooding at 100 year levels at the same time.  He said Steamboat Creek empties quicker than 
the Truckee River which makes it less likely of a 50 year even much less a 100 year event. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung asked if the whitetop found when the streambank was pulled back is listed as noxious 
weed.  George Robison, Executive Director said yes.  Vice-Chair Hartung asked if assistance is being 
sought from the Nevada Department of Agriculture to abate these whitetop weeds.  Danielle Henderson, 
Natural Resource Manager said there is coordination with the Department of Agriculture but no funding 
has been requested to which Vice-Chair Hartung asked why.  Danielle Henderson, said the project was 
not at that point yet.  She said as part of the Vista Narrows project there is a requirement to manage 
noxious weeds and as the project nears construction, there will be an opportunity to reach out to the 
Department of Agriculture.  Vice-Chair Hartung recommended having conversations with the Department 
of Agriculture now about how to prepare for assistance in the future. 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.5 to accept the report. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously  
 
6.  Discussion and possible action to authorized the TRFMA Executive Director to negotiate and 
sign an interlocal cooperative agreement for temporary use of TRFMA property for a homeless 
shelter or shelters. The Agreement may be negotiated with the City of Reno, the City of Sparks, or 
Washoe County, or with any combination of those entities. The Board of Directors will discuss 
and may take action on specific agreement terms, including, but not limited to, identifying specific 
property for use as a temporary homeless shelter, the duration of any temporary facility use 
agreement, indemnification or hold harmless provisions, the party or parties responsible for any 
required zoning changes, the party or parties required to provide security and the extent of the 
security measures, the party or parties responsible for funding the construction and maintenance 
of the shelters, the types of structures that may be constructed, and the notice required for 
termination of any agreement. The Board of Directors may discuss and take action delegating 
authority to the TRFMA Executive Director to negotiate all of the terms of an agreement or specific 
terms only. The Board of Directors may also discuss the limitations placed on the use of NRS 
Chapter 337B Infrastructure Tax Funds for any use other than the acquisition, establishment, 
construction or expansion of projects for the management of floodplains or the prevention of 
floods or facilities relating to public safety. Possible action may also be taken to give general 
direction to staff. Possible properties to be considered for use for a homeless shelter include: 85, 
105, 125, 155, 185 and 195 North Edison Way, Reno, Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 012-272-11, 012-
272-04, 012-272-05, 012-272-06, 012-272-07, and 012-272-08, respectively; 5205 Mill Street, Reno, 
Assessor’s Parcel Number 012-271-09; and 1725 S. McCarran Blvd, Assessor’s Parcel Number 
012-320-01. (For Possible Action) by George Robison, Executive Director 
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George Robison, Executive Director provided a presentation on the location and plan for a proposed 
homeless shelter. 
 
Michael Wolz, General Counsel added that previous uses of buildings as temporary shelters were defined 
as temporary overflow uses.  He said the board has to stay aware of 377B funding restrictions on the 
limited uses allowed.  He also said the agenda item was written as recommended by a board member, 
but any agreements can be brought back to the board for consideration.  He said this provides the board 
with a wide breadth of options. 
 
Chair Ron Smith pointed out an error in the agenda. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung commented that this project is temporary and will cost the flood management no 
money as there is a 20,000 square foot structure donated for the project.  He said moving campers from 
along the Truckee River requires a location for them to move to.  Vice-Chair Hartung added that local law 
enforcement and social services would oversee the project. 
 
Michael Wolz, General Counsel pointed out that half of the parking lot is used by Truckee Meadows 
Community College for their motorcycle safety class. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung said the idea is to create a controlled transitional location which provides drug, 
alcohol and job programs for those in the shelter. 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked if these individuals would be bussed to the location.  Vice-Chair Hartung said that 
has yet to be determined by law enforcement. 
 
Director Schieve thanked Chair Ron Smith and Vice-Chair Hartung for their leadership on this project. 
 
Director Abbott asked about the terms of previous agreements.  Michael Wolz, General Counsel said the 
previous terms were 6 month agreements for the winter season.  Executive Director George Robison said 
there are different lease lengths for different issues with most of the agriculture use agreements being 
one year.  However, he said the lease for the Kiwanis House is three years due to the many 
improvements they are doing to the building.  He said the lease for the temporary shelter would likely be 
for a year. 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked to whom the property would be leased?  Executive Director George Robison said 
the yet unnamed governmental entity responsible for the project. 
 
Chair Ron Smith opened the proceedings to public comment. 
 
Frank Ferrari, Ferrari Farms expressed his concern with the safety and security of the public coming to 
his nearby farm’s pumpkin patch events. 
 
Chair Ron Smith read a comment for the record from Jeff Church in support of the use of the property to 
help mitigate the homeless camping problem along the river. 
 
Michael Wolz, General Counsel provided the board with a variety of options for how to proceed. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung suggested the board provide Executive Director George Robison broad authority to 
coordinate with local law enforcement and the cities of Sparks and Reno and Washoe County. 
 
Director Schieve wanted to assure Frank Ferrari, Ferrari Farms the City of Reno would ensure the safety 
and security of visitors to his farm and asked for his contact information.  Executive Director George 
Robison said they would be able to provide her office with the contact information. 
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Vice-Chair Hartung made Motion 2020.2.6 to authorize the TRFMA Executive Director to negotiate 
with the local governments and Washoe County for temporary use of the TRMFA property for a 
homeless shelter. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously 
 
7.  Presentation and discussion of proposed Resolution No. 2020-11 delegating authority to the 
Chair of the TRFMA Board of Directors, or in his absence the Executive Director, to make litigation 
decisions under certain circumstances in accordance with section 2.5 of Nevada Assembly Bill 70, 
80th Session (2019). Possible action to approve the proposed Resolution with or without changes, 
or to direct staff to prepare a new Resolution reflecting any desired changes. (For Possible Action) 
By Michael Wolz, General Counsel 
 
Michael Wolz, General Counsel said the board had previously looked at this proposal, and the changes 
requested at the previous meeting had been made.   
 
Vice-Chair Hartung asked if delegating authority is given to the Chair or acting Chair?  Michael Wolz, 
General Counsel said if the Chair is unavailable the delegating authority is then given to the Executive 
Director. 
 
Vice-Chair Hartung made Motion 2020.2.7 to approve the Resolution. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously 
 
8.  Working Group monthly report and possible action to provide direction to staff. (For Possible 
Action) by Danielle Henderson, Natural Resource Manager 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.8 to accept the report. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously 
 
9.  Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) monthly report and discussion.  Possible action to 
provide direction to staff.  (For Possible Action) by Danielle Henderson, Natural Resource Manager 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.9 to accept the report. 
 
Moved: Abbott   Seconded:  Hartung  Passed Unanimously 
 
10. Financial Items 
 

A. Discussion and possible action to approve Amendment No. 6 to the Agreement for 
Independent Auditing Services with Barnard Vogler & Co. The proposed amendment 
extends the term of the Agreement for two years and sets the annual maximum total 
contract amount at $29,500, which is the same annual contract amount as for the previous 
five years. Possible action to approve Amendment No. 6 with or without changes or to 
provide direction to staff. (For Possible Action) by Michael Wolz, General Counsel. 

 
Michael Wolz, General Counsel reviewed the amendment. 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.10A to approve the amendment to the Agreement. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously  
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B. Monthly report on the Authority’s financial status and related financial activities. Possible 
action to provide direction to staff. (For Possible Action) by Debra Crowley, Sr. Financial 
Analyst. 
 

Debra Crowley, Sr. Financial Analyst reviewed the monthly financial reports 
 

Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.10B to accept the report. 
 
Moved:  Abbott   Seconded:  Hartung  Passed Unanimously 
 

C. Review of monthly encumbrance report.  Possible action to provide direction to staff. (For 
Possible Action) by Debra Crowley, Sr. Financial Analyst 

 
Debra Crowley, Sr. Financial Analyst reviewed the monthly encumbrance reports 
 
Chair Ron Smith asked for Motion 2020.2.10C to accept the report. 
 
Moved:  Hartung  Seconded:  Abbott  Passed Unanimously 
 
11.  Board Member Comments, Requests, and Future Agenda Items 
 
There were no comments, requests or future agenda items. 
 
12.  Public Comment 

 
There were no public comments 

 
13. Adjournment (For Possible Action) 
 
Chair Ron Smith adjourned the meeting at 10:06 A.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Jason Blancas, Recording Secretary 
Approved in Session on  


