
 

 
 

 
 

 

WORKING GROUP MEETING 
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 — 3:00 to 5:00 pm 

 
  

MEETING MINUTES 
Members Present:    
Name Representing Name Representing 
Franco Crivelli Rosewood Lakes HOA Dick Mills Pick N Pull 
Bob Ramsey Rosewood Lakes HOA Kerri Lanza City of Reno 
Pat Martinez UNR   
    
    
 
TRFMA Staff Present:    

George Robison, Michael Wolz, Danielle Henderson 
 

1. INTRODUCTIONS – A meeting of the Truckee River Flood Management Authority (TRFMA) Working 
Group (WG) was held at the TRFMA office located at 9635 Gateway Drive, Suite A, Reno, NV 89521.  
Attending members and staff introduced themselves. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Bob Ramsey moved to approve the minutes from March 27, 2019; Franco 
Crivelli seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Mr. Ramsey then moved to approve the 
minutes from July 31, 2019; Dick Mills seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS – None. 
 

4. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION ON POTENTIAL USES OF FLOOD PROJECT PROPERTY BY THE CITY OF 
RENO FOR RECREATION 
Danielle Henderson (TRFMA) presented a brief summary of the proposal by City of Reno to utilize 
certain Flood Project properties (located along the Truckee River at Mill and McCarran) on a temporary 
basis for recreation, specifically flat playing fields. Working Group members supported the idea of 
eventually using these lands for recreation, but voiced concerns about the cost of these improvements 
(construction and maintenance) as well as levee alignments and prioritizing the use of this land for 
disposal of excess material from Flood Project construction. Member Crivelli commented that the land 
should be left alone for now and recreation plans should wait until later. No further questions or 
discussion on this item. 
 

5. UPDATE ON THE VISTA NARROWS 60% DESIGN PROJECT – George Robison (TRFMA) gave a slide 
presentation (on file) on the latest draft designs for the Vista Narrows project. He emphasized that Vista 
Narrows is a vital component of the Flood Project because it will balance the flood water storage when 
the Sparks Industrial Area, the Reno-Tahoe International Airport, and other high-value lands are no 
longer available for flood storage (after the proposed levees/floodwalls along the Truckee River corridor 
are completed to protect these lands from flood damages). Once completed, Vista Narrows would 
essentially create “no rise” conditions in the Truckee Meadows. Member Crivelli opined that the project 
wouldn’t really improve conditions for homeowners in the Hidden Valley/Rosewood Lakes area. (Later, 
Dr. Robison provided a table showing post-project negative water surface elevations at various locations 
throughout the Truckee Meadows.) Dr. Robison described the environmental aspects of the project, 
stating that the terracing would reconnect the river to a functional floodplain that would be revegetated 
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with appropriate native plant species. Members asked what the downstream stakeholders think about 
the Vista Narrows project and increased flows – Dr. Robison responded by saying that TRFMA is working 
with the stakeholders to address their concerns. Dr. Robison stated that the current cost estimate is 
around $61 million, mostly due to excavation and disposal of excess material. He also mentioned 
funding needed for easements and mitigation. Construction is planned for 2021-2023. TRFMA has set 
aside funds for the project (about $20 million) and plans to save additional funds each year (about 
$7/year) in order to be able to build the project as soon as possible. He emphasized that this is a 
priority for the agency. No additional discussion on this item.  
 

6. U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS’ ACTIVITIES – George Robison (TRFMA) provided an update on the 
history of planning work done by TRFMA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps). He pointed out 
that the major difference between the latest authorized plan (Corps 50-year National Economic 
Development (NED) Plan) and our local plan is our proposed terracing at Vista Narrows. He also 
mentioned that the Corps’ NED Plan would have downstream impacts, but currently includes no plan or 
funds for mitigation of those impacts (in contrast, our local plan does include mitigation). Dr. Robison 
continued, stating that based on recent meetings and feedback from the Corps, TRFMA was 
recommending that the Corps suspend work on the Section 1036 review and the Common Features 
project. This would allow TRFMA to pursue the Vista Narrows project and later, reformulate the local 
plan after Vista Narrows construction is complete and the downstream impacts have been successfully 
mitigated. TRFMA staffs planned to present this recommendation to the Board of Directors at the next 
meeting on October 11, 2019. Working Group members were interested in moving forward with the 
Vista Narrows project and asked if it was feasible to do so even without Corps funding or support. Dr. 
Robison replied that we are moving forward and will begin talking with downstream stakeholders (e.g., 
Storey County, Rainbow Bend residents, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe to name a few) once we have more 
information on the potential downstream impacts from Vista Narrows (currently being analyzed by 
TRFMA’s consultants as part of the 60% design work). No further discussion on this item. 
 

7. WORKING GROUP MEMBER COMMENTS AND REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None. 
  

8. ADJOURNMENT – Danielle Henderson called for additional comments and hearing none, adjourned the 
meeting at approximately 4:15 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Danielle Henderson 


