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  Committee Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 29, 2018 at 9 am 
TMWA Conference Rooms, 1355 Capital Blvd, Reno, NV 

 
1. Call to Order 
 A. Roll Call and Establishment of Quorum – Chair LaRiviere called the meeting to order at 

9:00 am. 
 
A quorum was established with voting members: Tray Abney, Dave Aiazzi, Andrew 
Diss, Tyson Falk, Marge Frandsen, Mike Kazmierski, Bob LaRiviere, Dick Mills, Julia 
Ratti (arrived at 9:23), George Robison, Scott Smith, and Rod Young.  Members 
Matthew Duplantis, Dean Schultz, and Mike Sprinkle were absent.  Non-voting 
member Jay Aldean was also present.    
 
TRFMA staff present:  Laura Bayer, Ed Evans, Danielle Henderson, Eric Scheetz, Lori 
Williams, and Michael Wolz. 
 

 B. Public Comment – Jeff Church, Reno Tax Revolt, stated any increase in property tax 
will be passed on to renters.  There is severe hardship on renters in Washoe County. 
Thank you to everybody on the committee for their hard work.  Also thank you to 
Mr. Aldean and Ms. Bayer who have been very professional and responsive to my 
requests.  Regarding Item 4 other area flooding – do you really want to wade into 
that?  It doesn’t seem too prudent to him. 
 

 C. Approval of Agenda for March 29, 2018 (For Possible Action) 
Motion 2018.3.29.1C to approve the agenda for March 29, 2018. 
Moved:  Member Diss   Seconded:  Member Robison 
Passed unanimously with those present. 
 

 D. Approval of Draft Minutes of March 15, 2018 Meeting (For Possible Action) -  
 
Laura Bayer corrected the minutes to indicate Dave Aiazzi was absent.  Scott Smith 
asked that the sentence on page 5, “Smith: maybe $2 would be a better minimum” be 
stricken from the record. 
 
Motion 2018.3.29.1D to approve the minutes of March 15, 2018 as amended. 
Moved:  Member Smith  Seconded:  Member Frandsen 
Passed unanimously with those present. 
 

2. Report and discussion on the revenue generated from the existing TRFMA 0.125% sales 
tax less operational expenses and debt repayment plus the revenue needed from new 
sources (Direct Benefit Areas, Federal Cost-Share and Property Tax) for the design and 
construction of the Truckee River Flood Protection Project and other related costs 
including two alternative payment amounts to the City of Sparks for the North Truckee 
Drain project.   
 
John Sherman, Fiscal Solutions, LLC reviewed table 1 on page 2 noting that scenario 2 
shows the new tax rate.   
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Chair LaRiviere called for any additional comments or concerns on Item #2; hearing none, 
he move on to Item #3. 
No public comment cards were received for this agenda item. 
 

3. Presentation and discussion of a proposed recommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners of Washoe County to be made pursuant to Section 2 of Assembly Bill 
375 (79th Session 2017) to submit a question to the voters of Washoe County as to 
whether a property tax should be imposed to provide funding to the Truckee River 
Flood Management Authority for the design and construction of the Truckee River flood 
protection project.   Possible action to establish the rate of the recommended property 
tax increase, approve the recommendation as written or with changes for submission to 
the Board of County Commissioners, or provide direction to staff. (For Possible Action)  
 
Michael Wolz, TRFMA General Counsel explained that the new recommendation reflects 
changes asked for at last meeting.  Wolz worked with Kendra Follett, a ballot question 
expert from Sherman and Howard who has represented the County in the past.  Follett 
recommended keeping as close to Dept of Taxation’s ballot language templates as 
possible.  Outside counsel emphasized the only statutory authority the committee has is 
to identify the tax rate and the period of operation of that tax.  The County has to vote on 
it and get it on the ballot.  The County is happy with the more truncated language; 
however the BCC could change the language a bit. 
 
LaRiviere asked about the last sentence of the question on page 2.  Wolz explained that 
language comes directly from AB375; there are two limitations placed on property tax by 
the State of Nevada.  John Sherman added that this is required language in a ballot 
question and it is clarified in the explanation. Wolz stated that actual amount of the tax is 
bracketed; you have not voted on the amount, so that could change today.   
 
Scott Smith commented that the average person is always confused between market 
value and assessed value; we need to make it clear.  
 
Marge Frandsen asked why we are using the word “potentially” on the explanation.  Wolz 
explained because we have no guarantees with the federal money.  Jay Aldean added the 
process that the feds set up is a process with no guarantees, you go through  
Congressional Authorization to get the number, then you have the possibility that 
Congress will not always fund the annual infusion.  The word “potentially” was used to 
keep it with the legality of the wording. 
 
Ratti arrived  at 9:23 am 
 
Chair LaRiviere asked if the committee will get the chance to review this after the BCC.  
Aldean answered that the County has the authority to make changes; however the 
County’s desire is not to make any changes.  They will only make changes to legality of the 
question and that will be worked out between the District Attorney and our attorney. 
 
Robison added that every time the Corps goes to give money back to TRFMA, they’re 
going to need a Congressional Authorization.  The timing of that and how it’s going to 
happen will be very unpredictable. It’s not going to exactly fit this model. Every time it’s 
up, you will be talking to the Corps and Congress to get the money; we could also look at 
the Corps’ long term record when you have a matching partner, they almost always fund 
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it, but the timing stinks; it could be years after the project is done before you finally get 
the money.  Wolz stated if this committee wants to alter this language, that’s what will go 
to the County; that may be risky and may face a challenge.   
 
Mike Kazmierski moved to accept this language; pending changes required by law and 
typo corrections and ask counsel to find a way to include the sentence “new property 
tax will sunset upon payment of the bonds issued for the project.”  Andrew Diss 
seconded for discussion. 
 
Aldean asked for clarification regarding issuing bonds for the project that have several 
different revenue streams. Kazmierski asked if we need that level of detail.  Aiazzi asked if 
it has to say bonds paid for with which revenue source.    
 
Kazmierski amended his motion as follows: to accept this language, pending changes 
required by law and typos, and guidance to counsel to include language that clearly 
articulates the sunset provision with this sentence as guidance: “The tax will terminate 
when these bonds issued have been retired in approximately 30 years from the dates 
they are issued.” Diss seconded the amended motion.  
 
There was discussion about the details of the wording in the amended motion.  Laura 
Bayer read the motion as stated above for the vote. Chair LaRiviere called for any further 
discussion; Chair LaRiviere called for a vote.    It passed unanimously. 
No public comment cards were received for this agenda item. 
 

4. Discussion of future meetings to develop a report regarding the issue of flooding in 
areas of  Washoe County not covered by the Truckee River Flood Management 
Authority flood protection plan pursuant to Section 5 of Assembly Bill 375 (79th Session 
2017) .  Possible action to request preliminary information and reports and identify 
potential topics, dates, times, and venues for future meetings. (For Possible Action)  
 
Chair LaRiviere’s opinion is to leave this work to the three entities.   
 
Jay Aldean said he put in more steps than was included in AB375 language.  Would the 
entities even want the extra information included in the report?  If not, tailor it down to 
an engineering report.  But if they want that report, we wouldn’t have a meeting for a 
couple of months.   
 
Chair LaRiviere asked for the committee’s input.  Dave Aiazzi said it would be a mistake to 
not take advantage of this opportunity.  Mike Kazmierski said there are entities that have 
been focused on flood issues for a long time that are smarter at doing things like this.  He 
would like to see the committee sunset sooner rather than later. Tray Abney stated if all 
this work is being done by the entities already, they should do that.   
 
Dick Mills asked how this was put into the legislation.  Julia Ratti noted that Mike Sprinkle, 
the bill sponsor, was not in attendance.  She briefly recounted the history of AB375 going 
through legislature, noting that the regional flooding we had the last time came with 
neighborhood flooding and that happened while we were in session and this bill was 
going through the process.  There was some localized flooding.  There was a push to 
include a solution for neighborhoods into the overall proposal.  This committee will 
collect information and submit a report to the parties called for in AB375 stating that this 
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committee at least looked at neighborhood flooding.  Most of that is data that could be 
collected from entities and turning the report over meets the legislative intent.  This 
committee could receive that report, read it, but beyond that you really are moving 
outside of the legislative intent.  This committee needs to meet one more time to review 
the report, bless it and submit it.   
 
Aldean stated we are also charged with taking testimony from neighborhoods that flood.  
The master plans are old; there is new information.  There would have to be some 
provision for us to speak to the community; we don’t have the staff or money to go out to 
redo the masterplans.  All we would do is identify problems and recommend general 
solutions.  Wolz added per AB375 the committee will receive information and evidence 
concerning flooding; the report can contain recommendations for issues that need further 
studying. 
 
Ratti said she appreciates what Aldean suggested, but disagrees with opening that door.  
Collect the existing information, identify what we know, what we don’t know, and get all 
three pulled into one report. And that would be incredibly valuable for our community.  
Bring that report back to the committee.  Happy to hear recommendations and put that 
into the report.  Then the entities have all of it in one place.  Mike Kazmierski seconds that 
direction.   
 
Public Comment: 
Kerri Lanza, Engineering Manager, City of Reno said she agrees with Senator Ratti’s 
comments.  The cities do have the opportunity to set up a stormwater utility. Reno City 
Council is kind of going that way.  The need for a flood project that wasn’t covered in each 
of the jurisdiction’s stormwater utility is because you could not build a feature in your city 
which would not have downstream impacts to the Truckee River. The Reno ditches start 
in Washoe County, go into Reno, back to Washoe County and that’s where we’re seeing 
the regional issues.   
 
Jay Aldean stated that staff would need three months to compile the information. 
 

5. Committee Member Comments, Requests, and Future Agenda Items 
 
Chair LaRiviere thanked everyone on the committee for their hard work and dedication.  
Scott Smith added it’s a tough committee and the Chair has done an outstanding job. 
 
Jay Aldean spoke about his belief in community.  Aldean is very proud of this group for 
giving the voters of Washoe County a chance to remain great.  Hopefully the voters will 
take it and vote for it.  Staff believes in this project and appreciates everyone on this 
committee. 
 

6. Public Comment - Chair LaRiviere called for Public Comment and hearing none, he closed 
this item. 

7. Adjournment (For Possible Action) – the meeting adjourned at 10:29 am  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Laura Bayer, FCPNC Liaison 
Approved in Session on ____________________. 


